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YEAR 10 FIELD TRIP TO EXPLORIS

We were really excited in Form Class as the day had arrived to go to Exploris.  Our bags were heavy with our wellies and packed lunches and our minds were buzzing with great expectations ahead.  We piled onto the coach giggling with anticipation as we settled into our seats for the long journey ahead of us.  We sang along to the radio; it was a long drive but filled with fun and laughter.
When we arrived at Exploris everyone was glad to be finally off the bus.  Everyone was hungry so we headed to have a snack and to prepare for our trip to the beach.  We tugged on our welly boots, shrugged on our coats and were given buckets and quadrats to carry out our sampling on the shore line.  We walked down the road to the beach and climbed down to the rocky shore.  The Exploris staff gave us advice on how to sample correctly on the lower, middle and upper shore by randomly placing quadrats.  A quadrat is a large square with cord strung across it to make a grid of twenty five squares.  Each square is worth 4% coverage.  After placing the quadrats we counted the number of segments filled with each type of seaweed then turned it into a percentage and recorded it on a worksheet.  We then recorded the different types and numbers of sea invertebrates in the same quadrat area.  We found crabs, sea anemone, starfish and some groups even caught fish which were transferred into our bucket of sea water.  After the task was completed we returned most of the animals back to the sea, apart from a few rare findings which we later observed and admires up close in a tank in the laboratory.
When we returned we kicked off our wellies and chatted amongst ourselves, then we were split into two groups.  Our group was led to the touch tank while the others were given a tour of the aquarium.  At the touch tank, we were able to see, stroke and hold many different animals, such as rays, flat fish, cat fish, small sharks, starfish, sea urchins and clams.  The clams were the most memorable as they squirted water at everyone, which was hilarious!
We washed our hands and chatted with our friends over lunch, before visiting the gift shop to buy souvenirs and snacks.  It was then our turn to go on the tour of the aquarium, which was very interesting.  It included watching the weightless jelly fish as they floated in the water, many unusual and odd fish that came in various different shapes and sizes and lots of colourful sea urchins in their natural living areas.

We then were given a surprise by our Exploris guide, we were shown five baby seals that had been abandoned at birth; they had been rescued by the local public and brought to the aquarium for care.  All of the seals were adorable, and although most had been injured at sea, we were pleased to see that they were recovering.  Each seal had been given a name; our favourite was China because she was the smallest.

Next in the tour our guide brought us outside to a special private pool area for other, mature seals that had also been rescued.  They were allowed to swim in the deep waters of their pool and they obviously loved it after being kept in the smaller pens for so long to get better.  We all loved watching the striking seals playing with each other and swimming effortlessly in their natural surroundings; I think we could agree this was probably our favourite part.

We then knew that our trip was over so we packed our bags and made sure we hadn’t left litter around and walked, quite glumly back to our coach, which was waiting in the car park.  Saying thank you and goodbye to the staff, we found our seat on the bus and settled down for the long journey back to school.  On the way some girls fell asleep!  All in all it was a tiring but enormously fun and intriguing day at Exploris.  We are very glad we got the chance to go and will fondly remember it.
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