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Some people have problems that prevent them having children
(fertility problems). Reasons include:

* failure of ovary to produce eggs

* the oviducts may be blocked or twisted, possibly due to infection
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the lining of the uterus does not develop properly to enable
implantation to occur

the vagina may be hostile to sperm entering, e.g. the lining may be
too thick or too acidic

males may not produce enough sperm or the sperm may not be
healthy — this can be affected by smoking or taking alcohol in excess

impotence.




Some reasons for female infertility
[image: image3.png]the oviducts may be blocked
or twisted. This may be as a
result of infections or may
have happened naturally

the ovaries may contain ova
but these may not develop
due to hormonal problems

the lining of the uterus may
not develop properly and
will prevent implantation

L the female may produce antibodies to

the sperm. Alternatively the mucus
produced in the vagina and cervix may
not change to allow the sperm up through
the reproductive system, which may be
a result of hormonal problems
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the ova are collected and
placed in a petri dish

the ova and the sperm
are mixed and
fertilisation takes place

a sample of semen
is collected

the ova are checked
to make sure that they
have been fertilised
and are growing well

-

when the fertilised
ova have divided
to form tiny balls
of cells, they are
placed in the
woman’s uterus
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In vitro fertilisation (test-tube babies)

* The woman is given fertility drugs so that several eggs are
produced.

* These are collected from the ovaries surgically.

* Sperm is donated and the sperm and eggs are mixed in the
laboratory.

* Successful embryos are placed in the mother’s uterus (she will

have undergone hormonal treatment to ensure her uterus lining

is ready). If the process is successful an embryo (or possibly more

than one) will implant in the uterus lining.

Usually only a small number of embryos are placed in the

mother’s uterus to give a balance between ensuring a successful

pregnancy and avoiding multiple births.
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Fertility drugs (hormone treatment)

These are given to the woman to increase production of eggs. This
may solve the problem if low egg production is the issue but if there
are other problems such as blocked oviducts then in vitro fertilisation
may be necessary.





In vitro fertilisation








